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News in brief 


Next vear's diarv 
Regional Meetings planned for next 


year are: 
South East - Saturday 12 April 2.00 - 
4.30 pm 
South West - Saturday 19 April 2.00 - 
4.30 pm 


North East and Yorkshire and the 
Humber - Saturday 26 April 2.00 - 4.30 
pm 

North West - Sunday 27 April, 2.00 - 
4.30 pm 

London - Wednesday 30 April, 7.00 - 
9.80 pm 

Eastern - Thursday 1 May,7.00 - 9.30 
pm 

East Midlands - Saturday 3 May 2.00 - 
4.30 pm 

West Midlands - Saturday 10 May 2.00 
- 4.30 pm 


Investing in people 

Toc H has won the prestigious 
‘Investors in People’ award. This 
tollows many months of hard work to 
demonstrate our commitment to 
developing the organisation and 
people. Director Geoff Smith said: 
“Im absolutely delighted. This 
means that people have been judged 
to be performing to the highest level, 
and that we are all aiming to achieve 
our organisational objectives.” 


Lone membership 


Membership will now be maintained 
centrally for those who have been in 
branches that have closed or districts 
which chose not to sign the Branch 
Regulations. 


Membership subscriptions and self- 
assessment plus the Point 3 payment 
need to be paid annually to Central 
Services. 


Please advise Central Services of a 
change of address or other details. 
Mukesh Varia or Angela Gregory will be 
very happy to help with any queries. 


Toc H carol service 


A service will be held at All Hallows 
Church near the Tower of London on 
Saturday 14th December at 2.30pm. 
Coffee and lunch are available 
beforehand and the service will be 
followed by mince pies and mulled 
wine. Contact John Burgess at 01707 
264949 for further details. 


Point 3 


Point 3 Editor is Sue Coffey who can be 
contacted c/o Toc H Central Services or 
email info @ zymo.co.uk tel: 01274 
841402. Next deadline 14th February 
2003. The opinions expressed in this 


issue are not necessarilv those of Toc H, 


and the Editor reserves the righi to cut 
articles and letters. 


Children bring a sense of 
hope for the future 


Children, dance and music brought a 
sense of hope for the future to three 
Remembrance Dav services held bv 
Toc H for the first time ever in 
cathedrals across England. 


Congregations of several hundred 
attended the services of light in 
Liverpool, Wakefield and Truro, with 
local members turning out in force at all 
three. 


The cover of Point 3 shows the Rev lan 
Hughes and voungsters outside 
Liverpool Cathedral. The service was 
led bv lan, who works in the 
Castlefields Estate in Runcorn where 
Toc H has opened an informal centre. 
lan, and Toc H organisers Margaret 
Williams and Jo Eaton, (left and right 
respectivelv) are seen with the group 
Dance In Tension and a choir from St 
Julie's Primarv School, Liverpool. Thev 
performed dances and songs during the 
service which began with a minute's 
silence at 11am to remember those 
who gave their lives in both World Wars. 


Jo Eaton said: “We wanted this to 
be a jovous occasion, as well as 
one of deep remembrance. Our 
children are our future and that is 
whv we asked them to join us in 
the service. It was a multi-cultural 
occasion open to all.” 


At Wakefield Cathedral the 'Bevond 
Remembrance' service was introduced 
bv Canon Richard Capper, Vice Dean, 
and was led bv the Rev David Mavhew. 


David worked as a development officer 
for Toc H until he was ordained and 
moved to a parish at Morpeth, 
Northumberland. Almost 200 people 
including Toc H members from across 
Vorkshire attended. 


Organiser John Dunwell said: 
“We invited many schoolchildren 
to the open service. Pupils from 
Bell Lane Primarv School sang 
for us, and it was a happy, 
profound experience. 


At Truro Cathedral, which like those in 
Liverpool and Wakefield included the 
lighting of the Toc H lamp, a meditation 
was held for the 21st centurv. Truro's 
service was organised by David 
Coleman, Toc H chaplain for the South 
West. He conducted the service 
together with the Dean of the Cathedral, 
the Verv Rev. Michael Moxon. 


Fiftv children from the Archbishop 
Benson C.E. Primary School sang at 
this occasion. 


* A group of Toc H members attended 
the service at the Cenotaph in London, 
and were in the line-up between the 
firemen and the Land Girls. Ken 
Cockerton laid a wreath for Toc H. 


* A Toc H trip to Poperinge included 
attendance at the Armistice Day 
ceremony at the Menin Gate, then 
running a tea bar in Ypres Square for 
more than 850 people who took part in 
the service. 


Keen cyclist Tony 
Spencer, an 
enthusiast for the 
SUSTRANS bike 
trails movement, 
practised green 
transport policies 
when he brought his 
bike by train and 
rode the last stretch 
from the station to 
the AGM at 
Swanwick in 
Derbyshire. 


Your new staff 


Nice to meet you: left to right, Francis 
Braganza, TalbotCentres development 
officer; Roger Cattermoule, 
TalbotCentres warden at Rickmansworth; 
Chris Duncan, inTOuCH development 
officer, Winsford; Pennie Kennedy, 
inTOuCH development officer, High 
Wycombe; Mukesh Varia, membership 
and database officer, Central Services: 
Cath Helsby, inTOuCH administrative 
assistant, Winsford; Charmaine Odusina, 


inTOuCH development officer, Croydon; 
Margaret Williams, inTOuCH development 


officer, Toc H. Cymru; Anisah Islam, 
inTOuCH outreach worker, East London. 


The first AGM held under the provisions of the new Royal 
Charter was generally held to be a great success. The new 
National Management Committee was introduced and a 
message from HM Queen Elizabeth as Patron was read to 
around 70 people 


A number of ex-Councillors were present alongside a number of 
new faces of members who had not been able to attend Council 


in the past but were now able to attend as members of the AGM. 
This made it much clearer just how diverse and relatively youthful 


Toc H is. This fact was reinforced by the attendance of the staff 
including a number who have only recently joined the Toc H staff 
but who contributed positively about the values that attracted 
them to the Movement. 


The problem with claiming to want to break down barriers, be 
open to all, and build better communities is that people tend to 
take you at face value and cash the cheque you are offering. 
That said of course, | was especially impressed by a number of 
younger members from the volunteer programme who, like older 
| branch members, give of their time, talents and energies 
i enormously generously. 


I then presented the detail of the new business plan, details of 
which had been previously circulated to the whole membership, 
and which was launched on the London Eye. The London Eye 
was one of the more successful Millennium projects: it has 
proved sustainable and was extraordinarily imaginative, and it 
was good to be associated with success, sustainability and 
imagination. These are all qualities needed if we are to return 
Toc H to its place in the first division of charities. 
The essence of the new business plan is in the themes which 
inform the work of Toc H, volunteering, community action and 
ħa residential centres. 


Building a stronger Toc H for success 


These themes are expressed in the business plan as 
programmes: Vol:tag, inTOuCH and TalbotCentres. The staff 
member who has responsibilitv for them introduced each of 
these programmes. 


A kev question is how all this activitv is paid for and it is clear 
that Toc H's financial position is becoming stronger as better 
asset management is encouraging giving from branches and 
members. The 'Black Hole' has been filled and the Finance 
Director's report was extremelv encouraging. 


Mention was made of one of the elder brethren, Albert Tattum 
from Leigh in Lancashire. Francis Braganza, the Talbotcentre 
Development Officer, made special mention of the rich legacy left 
bv Albert, a man who lost an arm in an accident in his vounger 
davs working in a cotton mill. Albert went on to build a Toc H 
Centre in Leigh which has become a focus for a new Talbot 
Centre themed around regeneration on the Siddow Common 
Estate. Through his energv, commitment and sheer 
determination Albert, loved widelv, thought fairlv, witnessed 
humbly and built bravelv. His legacy is not only the building in 
Leigh which bears his name but also a continuing reputation on 
which Toc H can rebuild for the future. 


Watch for further notice of next year's AGM at The National 
Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas in September, following the 
dedication of the Toc H Memorial. 


la kw) 


Geoffrev Smith 
November 2002 


ko, and now here' s your new national 


committee 


Committed: left to right, members of the 
new committee are: 


Ged Bates, Di Claxton, Pam Elliott, 
Stuart Wroe, Chris Williams, 

Derek Ridgway (at the back), 

Harry Graham, Peter Ellis and John 
Stevens. 


Co-opted members of the committee 
will be announced in the next issue of 
Point 3. 
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Hands up: Lois Sykes enjoyed having henna patterns drawn on 


her hands at the Project's fun day. 


Running the Project: 
Left to right Lisa Sykes, 


Maggie Gittleson, Anisah Islam. 


Community 


Seaside trips, strawberry picking, a city garden, and 
classes ranging from English to parenting skills are 
all part of the year's programme at the Toc H Family 
Project in the East End of London. 


The Project is at the heart of the Bengali community 
in Tower Hamlets. 


The Family Project reflects Toc H's mission to serve 
communities of all faiths, and sees many who would 
otherwise be housebound in a bewildering new 
culture. Manager Maggie Gittleson, Outreach 
Worker, Anisah Islam and administrative support Lisa 
Sykes, work with many men and women who are 
first or second generation immigrants adjusting to life 
in city skyscrapers, having come from rural parts of 
Bangladesh. 


Maggie was the founder of the Account 3' forum, 
which brings together all the training agencies in the 
whole of Tower Hamlets, with specialisms ranging 
from childminding to first aid and IT skills. This 
means the project can tap into many sources of help 
and broaden the programme on offer. This already 
includes parent and toddler clubs, health and fitness, 
Islamic Studies, English lessons, welfare rights and 
benefits, and personal safety and domestic violence. 
Occasional speakers come along to talk on areas the 
project users request, especially health matters. 


When Maggie conceived of the idea of transforming 
the small derelict plot alongside the project into a 
garden, Bengali mothers responded enthusiastically. 
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Green fingers: herbs, tomatoes, potatoes and melons ail 2 
flourish in the Project's city garden. 2i 


A L Se da ENEP be: di st: 
They used tyres filled with earth and compost to grow vegetables, and Ce SSS 2: g iż 


larger raised beds made from railwav sleepers for herbs and spinach. 


Over two vears thev have been able to pick and cook respectable 
amounts of the produce. 


Another extremelv successful venture has been providing parenting 
skills classes. Four of the women who took the course were inspired to 
adapt the content, adding an Islamic perspective, and to run the course 
again at the East London Mosque in Whitechapel, the largest Mosque 
in London. The Project workers have also built a relationship with a 


local Imam (preacher) who visits the Centre; his wife is also a tutor 
there. 


a mit 


The Project receives funding from the Wakefield Trust and SRBS 
(Single Regeneration 5). 


Yum yum: strawberry picking in Kent. 


a Le —— 


\ 
| a i Toc H is helping in an important survev of the wav immigrant women's 
| > k. q health is affected when they move to the developed world. Bengali 
i women who attend the Project are having their hormone levels checked 
s daily for a month to make a comparison with those of non-immigrant 
pa: f j ħ white women in London. There are 50 volunteers in each of three 
oni $ groups - those born in Bangladesh who grew up in Britain, those who 

i moved to Britain as adults; and the third are second-generation 

immigrants. 


The women collect saliva samples at home and are visited bv 
researchers who measure their height and weight, and discuss their 
eating habits and, in exchange, run women's health classes. 


We do like to be beside the seaside: a day out at The project is funded mainly bv the Roval Societv, which is a scientific 
Hastings. research academv. The studv is being carried out at Universitv College 
London by Dr Gillian Bentley and international student Alejandra 
Nunez-de-la-mora. Alejandra said: ''l believe the research is important 
Just checking: kju out for weeds. because it could help to show how the environment we grow up in 
WOM VAY TIM IN i i-ew 7 QU, affects our future health, and we hope to use this information in a 
TIH MFH i 7 j ' positive way, to combat potential health risks, for example.” It is hoped 
‘a À % j that the new information about how and when hormone levels change, 
will help in monitoring and treating diseases which involve a sudden 
change in hormone levels, such as breast cancer. 
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i i j Well done: the Project's first group to gain a certificate in English for 
Vos" VAS Ee OL ae Speakers of Other Languages. 


News in brief 


Open dav success 
An open day held by the Friends of 
Colsterdale was attended bv 30 
people and raised £300. This was 
the first event to be held since foot 
and mouth meant the centre had to 
be closed. 


Check out this tip 
Project leaders in the North have 
found that Asda the supermarket is 
worth approaching for food when 
vou are feeding volunteers. 


Get together 
The former North East Region held 
a get together to be updated bv 
John Dunwell on the latest work in 
Toc H. Members are looking 
forward to hearing about new plans 
for the regions and plan to keep in 
touch with each other. 


A refuge from a busv 


world 


Margaret Winstanley, PA to Director Geoff Smith, writes of her trip 
to Belgium to attend the dedication of a summer house in the 
garden of Talbot House at Poperinge in memory of former Toc H 


Director Mike Lyddiard. 


Curlicues and fretwork adorn the 
magnificent building that now 
stands in a peaceful corner of the 
far end of the garden at Talbot 
House. 


On a beautiful sunny day in 
October, Ruth Lyddiard and | 
travelled to Poperinge for the 
Dedication, in memory of Mike, of 
the Summer House in the garden. 


Ruth and the Rev Ray Jones from 
leper were joined by a small group 
of us - Annalies Vermulen, Dirk 
Declercg, Pat Turner, Dorothy 
Pepper and me - for the short but 
moving ceremony. Dirk welcomed 
us on behalf of the Talbot House 
Association and Annalies set the 
mood by playing some music on 
her guitar. Ray Jones then led us 
in the Dedication with the 
following words: 


“We dedicate this Summer House 
to the glory of God and to the 
memory of Michael Lyddiard. 
May this house be a refuge from 
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the busy world, a place of 
reflection and peace. May all who 
use it be given strength to enjoy 
the richness of life, be inspired by 
the devotion of Michael to Talbot 
House, and be refreshed by its 
witness to the work of Toc H and 
the Talbot House Association.” 


Students and teachers from the 
Vrij Technisch Instituut in leper 
have rebuilt the new Summer 
House in exactly the same style 
as the one that was in the garden 
when Tubby first took over Talbot 
House in 1915. 


A place of reflection 
and peace’ 


The plans were drawn up by Mr 
Martin Lowie and then under the 
direction of their carpentry and 
machine teachers, Mr Martin 
Vandorpe and Mr Frederick 
Maerten, the students cut out and 
assembled all the various pieces 
of woodwork. This involved some 
very intricate fretwork to provide 
the decoration around the top of 
the building and its dovecote and 
some wonderful wooden curlicues 
to support the corners. Once 
assembled the building was 
painted in green and white stripes, 
just as the original building had 
been. 


This delightful building now stands 
facing the shade cast by the huge 
copper beech tree. There is now a 
quiet corner of the garden in 
which to sit and relax, to read or 
write, or reflect on life in the 
shelter of the Summer House. 


Mike would have enjoyed it, 
especially in the peace and quiet 
of a very early Belgian morning. 


Above left: early glory of the Summer 
House. 


Left: Ruth Lyddiard in the new building. 


F2 mél: 


ħaa iri esse EU 


in tine public eye 


Director Geoff Smith launched Toc H's new business 
plan at the London Eve in October at an event 
sponsored bv Anthonv Collins, solicitors, Douglas Duff, 
chartered Survervors, Barclavs Bank, and Grant 
Thornton, auditors. 


Guests came from the Charities Aid Foundation, 
Communitv Action Network, the Experience Corps, 
MCIS Insurance, and St Ethelburga's Church in London, 
together with our sponsors. 


f * The business plan can be obtained from Central 
Services. 


20 new members - and now we need 47 volunteer workers 


Welcome to a whole group of new members including four juniors from one family! The new names joining Toc H are: 


Philip Malcolm Ball SE Region Emma Louise Hill North Wales Harry Paisley Scotland 
Christine Susan Ball SE Region Rebecca Anne Hill North Wales Audrey M Portsmouth South-Western 
Judith Anne Boardman NE Region Nicola Katy Hill North Wales James Shaw Scotland 
Barry Collings South-Western Kimberley Jane Hill North Wales Betty Constance Brash Mid-Eastern 
Amy Rebecca Follon NE Region Simon Roy Hill North Wales Christoph Von Mickwitz NE Region 

Iris Janet Hale West Midlands Marjorie Leck NE Region Susan Leck Mid-Eastern 
Lisa Anne Hill North Wales Donna Manning Mid-Eastern 


And in a move to help rebuild Toc H branches and boost activities we are busy hunting for 47 development volunteers, 
highly motivated individuals who will work in the counties to identify existing Toc H activity, offer active support to local 
Toc H branches, work with local Toc H members, work with volunteer colleagues on a regional basis, co-operate with 
Toc H paid staff, and where possible establish new local Toc H groups. The 47 volunteers will be on an expenses-only 
basis, working to a job description agreed by the National Management Committee. 


Obituaries 


Chris Hughes, who died aged 50 in August, was an active 
member of the Cheshire Families under Pressure Scheme and 
the Vale Royal Branch for more than five years. He will be 
remembered for his humour and Liverpudlian charm. Chris 
dedicated himself to being a volunteer, helping to make projects 
happen for hundreds of young people in Cheshire, and Toc H 
became a family affair for him. Chris gave up his time to make 
things happen, whilst enduring illness without complaint. His 
fellow canal boat drivers will miss their 'shipmate' greatly. JB 


Mrs Winifred Dell Rev. Jack Harrison 
Harpenden SE Region (Ex Staff) 
Mrs Marguerite Guile Mrs Ada M. Williams 
Huddersfield J Branch SE Region 

Henrv John Garrard Mrs Svivia Marv Clinton 
Northants District Much Wenlock Branch 


Mrs Gwendoline A. Greenwood Miss Constance Beaziev 


i H Cleveland Branch Avon District Branch 
Goin oin one... 
9; g 9; g Mr F. Max Wooton Mrs Rubv Mav Stockdale 
An aging building at the Toc H Adlington camp site was pulled Ipswich Branch Barrow on Humber Branch 
down and provided a wonderful bonfire with willing Pano Mrs Hilda M. Jeffs Margaret Donaldson Stein 
volunteers from the Stockport branch. The branch has been Halton aan Ayr Branch 


involved with the camp site since 1924 and is enjoying plans to 
celebrate its 80th anniversary next year. It has recently run visits 
for a party of visually disabled to a farm near Leek, in 
Staffordshire, where they had afternoon tea; and took pensioners | Editor's note: Regretfullv, it has been decided not to carry 
from a local home out to lunch. tributes in future in Point 3, due to a lack of space. 


Miss Olive M. Dean 
Birmingham District 


for two... 


Seventv sprightiv pensioners 
from Hertfordshire were 
entertained bv the Lea Vallev 
Project Group for the annual 
Pensioners' Plavtime Tea- 
Dance at Cufflev, near Potters 
Bar. Volunteers laid on a buffet 
tea, a quiz, and a singalong with 
classics from the MGM musicals, a 

theme which ran throughout the event. In our picture 

are the Tin Man, Neil Halfpeck and Snow White, Laurieanne Collins. 
The free event was attended bv local MP Marion Roe and Coun David 
Manning, Mavor of Broxbourne. 


The group is now planning a residential trip to Lindridge for the week 
following Easter. Further details can be obtained from Steve Smith on 
07771 531562 or steve@roydonmill.com 


Manv of the pictures in this 
issue of Point 3, including the 
one above, have been taken bv 
Steve Smith of the Lea Vallev 
group. 


the Editor” 


Members who «vere able to attend the 
Annual General Meeting at Swanwick 
would have been encouraged by the 
teports given by Geoff Smith and other 
members of staff on the ongoing Toc H 
involvement in the communitv. 


It is important that members around the 
countrv who see needs and 
opportunities for Toc H service should 
let staff and National Management 
Committee members know so that 
consideration might be given to meeting 
those opportunities. 


Peter Ellis, Montpelier, Bristol 


Letters to the Editor are always 
welcome. They can be posted or 
emailed to info@zymo.co.uk 


News in brief 


Volunteers wanted 


The latest version of the popular 
volunteer booklet is available in January 
from Central Services. It offers many 
ideas for interesting and worthwhile 
projects which may interest members or 
their friends. 


‘In Touch’ in print 

The spring issue of the ‘In Touch’ 
magazine for branches in the West 
Midlands and South Wales will be 
compiled in March. Copy should be 
sent to Margaret Davies, 7 Grangewood 
Court, Woodshires Road, Solihull B92 
7DN or emailed to david@encill.com. 


A quiet day 

The South East Region is inviting all 
branches north of the river and lone 
members to join a quiet day on Saturday 
5th April 2003 from 11am - 4pm at St 
Mary at the Cross Day Conference 
Centre, Priory Field Drive, Edgware. Only 
limited numbers can be accommodated; 
maps/directions are available from Evelyn 
Hunt on 01727 860058. 


Help for Zimbabwe 


Due to the currency situation, readers 
who would like to help Toc H Zimbabwe 
are asked to send donations to Central 
Services rather than to the bank 
account printed in the previous issue of 
Point 3. 


